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By Kara Craig, for the “IBX
Newsletter”

The following are excerpts from a
recent interview with artist Robert
Ebendorf. To read the interview in
its entirety, follow this link:
www.venture-east.conr/ IBX%
20Newsletter/ Ebendorf-pdf

Robert Ebendorf is the Carol
Grotnes Belk Distinguished
Professor in the Department of
Art and Design at East Carolina
University. His professional
honors include a Fulbright Fel-
lowship, a Louis Comfort Tif-
fany Grant and an American
Crafts Council Fellowship.

A 40-year retrospective of Mr.
Ebendorf’s work toured the
U.S. in 2004, closing at the
Smithsonian American Art Mu-
seum in Washington DC. Mr.
Ebendotf was inducted into the
Metalsmith Hall of Fame in
2004. The Smithsonian's James
Renwick Alliance honored
Ebendorf with the Master of
the Medium Award for 2005-
2006.

Dr. Charlotte V. Brown of the
Gallery of Art and Design at
North Carolina State University
has written: “Robert Ebendorf
has reshaped our understanding
of adornment and his jewelry
has transformed the field.”

%

RE: I came back to the States
after the Fulbright stint in Nor-
way having a full background as
a silversmith and goldsmith.
Upon returning...I began to
have a number of opportunities
doing large commissions for
corporations, for temples and
for churches, and for colleges
and universities. And that work
was, you know, long and tedi-
ous, but also it called upon a lot
of historical techniques that I
would master...and I began to
look at other materials beside
silver and gold and platinum
and more at materials that were
maybe discarded or distressed
and that would normally not go
into jewelry or an object that
would sit on display. So, these
types of materials began to in-
trigue me, not only for surface
beauty but also for the forms
that I would find in them. And
of course during that time, I
started working paper with sil-
ver and bone or feather with
silver. That was radical and not
at all in the norm. I began to be
known as kind of an outlaw
within the goldsmith tradition
but also as kind of being out-
side the mainstream of things
generally.
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Photo couttesy of Forrest Croce

RE: Recently there was this
international exhibition in Get-
many highlighting badges. And
the exhibition featured interna-
tional jewelers, from Amster-
dam to Germany to the U.K.
and U.S., who were asked to
design what they considered a
badge. And, as I began to think
about what I am working with,
I asked, “What is a badge to
me?” Of course, the first thing
that comes to mind when I start
thinking about badges, 1
thought about that one-year
perfect church attendance pin
and how proud I was to put
that on my lapel as a boy. And
also, I remember badges like
the Cubs Scouts and the Boy
Scouts with a badge for sewing
and a badge for camping and all
worn on a sash. There were
those kinds of badges identify-
ing some kind of organization
or achievement.

Cont’d on pg. 2
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So to now, your question, has any-
thing here influenced or been apart of
that? One of the badges I made that
was highly celebrated (and is still
talked about) began its new life as art
when I was walking down a street in
Greenville and saw an object that had
been run over. I picked it up; it was
paper and metal that had been
crushed and distorted. It was round
and I could then put my design stamp
on it and make something to go inside
it and it could be a badge. And be-
hold, as I began to explore it more, I
found out that what I had picked up
was a chewing tobacco tin. The top of

“Seven Spoons”

the tin container is metal and the bot-
tom is metal, but the container sides
are made out of rolls of paper. So,
here I have found this North Carolina
icon from the tobacco industry heri-
tage and have fashioned it into a con-
temporary badge that went to this
exhibition. (“Recycled Saints” below)
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RE: Definitely, because I am always
thinking about how the pieces are
made, so it is like a roadmap from the
beginning to the completion of the
object. I find that often when I pick
things up like I did with the tobacco
container that they do begin to mani-
fest themselves into an idea. And of
course a wonderful place to visit is
the flea market...
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“Recycled Saints”

RE: Well, I do have experience work-
ing with IBX community arts organi-
zations. I have also been continuously
promoting the Pocosin Arts Center to
other people, especially about their
annual event, Cabin Fever. The pres-
ence and enthusiasm about their com-
munity, which, of course, I had no
idea where it was at first, kept me
wanting to come back. So, I was in-
vited to teach a class there to people
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Ebendorf in India

who were trying to re-tool, career-
wise, or were looking for a new way
to supplement their incomes. I met
the people who came to take the
class, and they were fishermen, farm-
ers, people who then learned how to
do ceramics...I found it very uplifting
and exciting, and a really interesting
insight into the Inner Banks culture...

To read the “IBX Newsletter” interview
with Robert Ebendorf in its entirety, follow
this link:

bttp:/ [ www.venture-east.com/IBX%
20Newsietter/ Ebendorf.pdf

Robert Ebendorf will be a member of the
panel discussion “Objects Found: Artists in
Your Community” at FoR ENC’s CCI
arts workshop, Creative Communities:
Crafting a Culture for the Arts, on Febru-
ary 29, 2008 at the Rocky Mount Imperial
Centre. For more information about the

workshop contact sgriffin(@forenc.com.

“Bird Box”



“Pocosin” is the Algonkian word
meaning swamp on a hill, or upland
swamp. The largest concentration of
pocosins on the east coast of the U.S.
lies on the wetland peninsula between
the Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds of
eastern North Carolina.

In 1995 Pocosin Arts Folk School
opened a community studio and gal-
lery at the heart of eastern North
Carolina’s pocosin region in the town
of Columbia, on the Scuppernong
River.

Columbia, population 850, is the only
town in Tyrrell County. Tyrrell’s
population is 4,187, about eleven peo-
ple per square mile. Pocosin Lakes
National Wildlife Refuge’s studies
show the pocosin region supports an
abundance and diversity of wildlife,
including approximately 2.5 black
bears per square mile; 80% of the
Atlantic flyway’s population of winter
Tundra Swans (about 83,000); 75,000
snow geese and approximately
100,000 ducks. The pocosin region is
home to the only wild population of
red wolves in the world.

This pocosin world exhibits a strong
and unique identity and character felt
by locals and visitors alike. Commu-
nities with such a powerful “sense of
place” are becoming increasingly hard
to find.

The establishment of Pocosin Arts
Folk School began a journey follow-
ing the path of a spiral. The energy at
the core of this spiral is our mission:

“To expand understanding of the
relationship between people and

place, culture and environment
through the production and exhibi-
tion of the traditional arts of the peo-
ple of the pocosin region of eastern
North Carolina.”

A diverse yet traditional culture is
alive today in the small towns, cross-
roads, fields and along the waterways
of the Inner Banks. Such cultural
attributes are critical to the evolution
of our regional culture in the 215t cen-

tury.

Our traditional culture is intimately
linked to place. We know where to
dig clay to make pots; when to cut
reeds to make a strong yard broom;
what wood is best for making walking
sticks, boats, decoys.

Our traditional culture has passed
down complex skills. We know how
to piece together hundreds of dia-
mond shapes to make a star quilt or
how to loop tobacco twine to make
wagon wheel lace coverlets. We still
sing our old songs and tell our old
stories.

These traditional ways inspire all of
Pocosin Arts programming, framing a
sense of place for our artists, for our
children and for visitors.

In the past ten years we’ve offered
classes in the community and in the
school system in pottery, weaving,
carving, music, dance, story telling,
painting, blacksmithing and quilting.
Our teachers are traditional artists
from eastern North Carolina and pro-
fessional artists who best express the

traditional arts of eastern North Caro-

lina cultures: Native, European, Afri-
can, Hispanic and Vietnamese.

Our residential creative arts retreats
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are based on the John C. Campbell
Folk School and Penland School of
Crafts models. These retreats have
attracted adult teachers, artists, heri-
tage tourism interpreters and life-long
learners from across North Carolina
and from fourteen states. Thousands
of people each year visit our Main
Street gallery where we showcase east-
ern North Carolina folk art and sell
the handmade work of artisans of the
region.

Our home is the historic Davis Cof-
field building, circa 1895. Through
the generous support of the North
Carolina Legislature, the NC Arts
Council, the NC Rural Economic
Development Center and private and
corporate donations, we have been
able to renovate, providing 7,500
square feet of studio, gallery, office,
library and conference space.

We are presently developing the de-
sign of a new 11,000 square foot
building which will house a sales gal-
lery, two exhibition galleries, a pottery
studio and a multi-use performance/
dance space.

The site of the new building is across
the street from our present home on
Main Street in Columbia.

Pocosin Arts Folk School preserves
the region’s cultural identity, develops
opportunities for creative activities for
our citizens and stimulates the re-
gion’s natural and cultural heritage
tourism economy. Join us.

For more information on the Pocosin
Art Folk School, please visit
WWW"p()COSil’lﬂftS.()fg or Call

(252) 796-2787.




The early morning hours out on Old
Neck Road in Hertford have certain
serenity about them, especially in the
hazy heat of mid-July. Time seems to
move more slowly as the sun rises
above the peanut fields and casts its
glow on the Perquimans River. A few
goats rest under a century old oak tree
while their unlikely friend, a large or-
ange tabby cat, meanders among
them. The crickets begin their inces-
sant summer melody as the heat and
humidity thicken. Here, tucked away
in this classic, rural southern land-
scape lives a most remarkable treasure
of a character whose exuberance and
humorous antics are as dynamic as
some of southern literature's most
memorable people. Her name is
Nancy Rascoe, and she's the subject
of a new documentary film that re-
veals that hot summer days on Old
Neck Road are the perfect setting for
learning some of the most important
lessons in life.

The film "Miss Nancy Minds Their
Manners" is being produced by film-
makers Martha Daniel of Rocky
Mount, and Caroline Paxton of Wil-
son, NC. Their engaging documentary
follows 75 year old "Miss Nancy" and
her young charges as she teaches and
they learn and live traditional South-
ern manners, etiquette and hospitality
at her delightful "manners camps," or
as she calls them "House Parties for
Etiquette for Young Ladies and Gen-
tlemen," in her family's 200 year old
historic home, which is also a working
bed and breakfast. Some of these
rambunctious "campers" are from
North Carolina and some have trav-
eled from other states to spend five
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days and four nights with Miss Nancy
and her staff. The camp has been
held every summer for four weeks for
the past 14 years.

Both heartfelt and humorous, the
documentary is a portrait of a unique,
charismatic Southern Lady who em-
braces the trials and tribulations of
teaching children the true meaning at
the heart of etiquette. The film high-
lights a number of Miss Nancy’s can-
did, charming and sometimes mischie-
vous children as they learn from her
the finer points of dining and table
setting, formal introductions, corre-
spondence and telephone manners.
Also, the campers can enjoy tennis,
sailing, canoeing and swimming in the
Perquimans River, activities that Miss
Nancy energetically leads and coaches
them through.

When summer is over, we find Miss
Nancy teaching manners classes in
Chowan County's DF Walker Middle
School, volunteering her time to share
her old-fashioned values of kindness
and consideration, the true meaning
of etiquette. Throughout the film,
Miss Nancy’s captivating spirit and
sincere patience prevail. Her passion
and love for children and traditional
southern graciousness prove to be
touching and inspiring.

“Miss Nancy Minds Their Manners”
also examines the closely-held cultural
value that southerners place on man-
ners. Betty R. McCain, former North
Carolina Secretary of Cultural Re-
sources, offers wonderful insights
about southerners' inherent kindness,
their appreciation for manners, and
she speaks to her concern that there is
a marked decline in the teaching of
manners and etiquette to our children
today.
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National etiquette coach and author
on southern culture Cecilia Budd
Grimes appears in the film, comment-
ing on etiquette in the corporate
world, as well as on uniquely southern
courtesies such as saying "yes ma’am
and no sitr" to elders and certain re-
spected professional people.

The highly regarded Southern Docu-
mentary Fund selected the Miss
Nancy documentary for fiscal spon-
sorship, enabling the film makers to
solicit and accept tax deductible con-
tributions from foundations, corpora-
tions, businesses and individuals. (The
Southern Documentary Fund is a 501
(c) (3) non-profit organization that
supports documentary works by
southern filmmakers about the
South.) The goal of the SDF is to
expand audiences and to mentor art-
ists from rural areas and underrepre-
sented groups.

The filmmakers atre actively seeking
financial support for their project
under the umbrella of the SDF. The
film is scheduled to be completed in
the summer of 2008.

In early January, Ms Daniel and Ms
Paxton were guests on WUNC Public
Radio's “State of Things” with Frank
Stasio. They answered questions
about the relevance of traditional
manners in today’s society and also
shared audio clips of Miss Nancy's
eloquent southern style of teaching.

More information about the documen-
tary - and to make a donation to the pro-
duction - can be found online at
www.missnancymindstheirmanners.com.
Currently, a trailer for the film is in post-
production and will be available in
March.




The text and photograph used in this article
were adapted from

www.handmadeinamerica.org

Based in the Blue Ridge Mountains,
HandMade in America was founded
with a belief that economic revitaliza-
tion wasn't necessarily tied to luring
"modern" industty to the region but
in making known the hidden heritage
and craftspeople that are so vitally a
part of Western North Carolina. To-
day, HandMade is a nationally recog-
nized, multidimensional institution
that has sparked initiatives and crea-
tive collaborations in education, small
town revitalization and community
development, economic development,
environmentally sustainable strategies
and enhanced opportunities for mak-
ers of the handmade object, heritage
tourism, and incorporating crafts into
building design and furnishing.

HandMade doesn’t teach crafts-
making, or make or sell objects, but it
does serve as a support system for
craftspeople and the craft industry.

Whether facilitating new markets and
new relationships between craft artists
and design professionals, or providing
support for civic ventures and entre-

9

The text and photograph used in this article
were adapted from www.ectsy.com and
http://blog.etsy.com

Etsy is an online marketplace for buy-
ing and selling all things handmade. It
was built for those consumers con-
scious of the true value of handmade
goods and their creators, as well as to
give all independent artists the tech-
nology and information they need to
make a living, making things. Etsy’s
intention is to offer viable alternatives
to mass-produced objects in the world
marketplace, and to encourage con-
sumers to be aware of the social and
environmental implications of their
purchases.

The connection between producer
and consumer has been lost. Etsy was
created to help them reconnect, and

prenecurial endeavors in rural Western
North Carolina, HandMade in Amer-
ica’s projects have a common thread.
HandMade sees each program of
work as an innovative way of develop-
ing, establishing, implementing, and
encouraging others to a robust and
sustainable future. Just take a look at
what HandMade is doing now!

Handmade in America publications
include: Farm, Gardens and Country-
side Trails; The Craft Heritage Trails
of Western North Carolina; Agricul-
tural Tourism: Asset Building and
Marketing; Building Creative Commu-
nities: A Story of American Renewal;
and, Economic Impact of Craft in
Western North Carolina.

HandMade has been listed beside the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art by Worth Magazine as
one of 25 American organizations
representing “the best of our coun-
try’s culture.”

Handmade in America has been fea-
tured in newspapers, magazines and
on television for innovation and en-
trepreneurial leadership: The New
York Tinmes, U.S. News and World Re-
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swing the pendulum back to a time
when we bought our bread from the
baker, food from the grocer, and
shoes from the cobbler.

Etsy’s vision is to build a new econ-
omy and present a better choice: Buy,
Sell, and Live Handmade.

Brooklyn-based Etsy now has 48 full-
time employees, approximately
650,000 registered users, 60,000 of
whom are individual artists selling
morte than 950,000 of their handmade
creations.

Etsy has been featured in newspapers,
magazines and on television for its
innovative and entrepreneurial ap-
proach to marketing and selling arts
and crafts: U.S. News & World Report, The
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ports, National Geographic, and CBS
Sunday Morning.

For more information on HandMade
in America, please visit:

www.handmadeinamerica.org.

Becky Anderson, founder of Hand-
Made in America is the opening
speaker at the Crafting a Culture for the
Aprts workshop on February 29 in
Rocky Mount. For more information
contact sgriffin(@forenc.com.

Etsy

New York Times, The Boston Globe, Time.com,
The Charlotte Observer, The I.ondon Times,
USA Today, The New York Post, Rolling
Stone, The Wall Street Journal, Business Week,
The Guardian, The Today Show, The Rachael
Ray Show, and many others.

To learn mote about Etsy, visit:

www.etsy.com.
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Excerpts from an atticle by Catolyn Casey that
appeared in the Rocky Mount Telegram on Thurs-
day, January 03, 2008.

Daisy Belle Anderson Thorp passed
away on December 29, 2007. Thorp
was a trailblazer for the arts and hu-
man equality. She will be remem-
bered and mourned for her dedication
to seeing Rocky Mount progress.

Upon moving to Rocky Mount in the
1950s, Thorp became a true force in
the community. Just a few of the titles
she held were founder of the Rocky
Mount Arts Center — now the Impe-
rial Centre — instructor at N.C.
Wesleyan College and director of Up-
ward Bound...

Friends, neighbors and colleagues said
they'll remember Thorp's unselfish
nature, eye for talent and acceptance
of everyone.

"The simplest way to say it was, she
was an artist and...her medium was
other people," said Allan Gurganus, a

To tread this article in its entirety, please visit http:
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friend of Thorp's for 50 years.
"Instead of being a painter and com-
poser, she seemed to be an artist of
finding others with talent.”

Thorp's artistic persona was formed
growing up in Hollywood, and her
knowledge and passion for the arts
inspired many artists in and out of the
classroom.

"She was one of the people that when
you spoke with Daisy you were in-
spired by her energy and kindness,"
said Maureen Kroncke, executive
director of Nash Arts.

Without Thorp's pioneering, the local
art venues probably wouldn't exist
today, Kroncke said...

Before teaching at Wesleyan, Thorp
directed Upward Bound, an enrich-
ment program that took underprivi-
leged children on weekend and sum-
mer excursions. Friends said the pro-
gram had a large impact on the com-

www.rockymounttelegram.com/news/content/news/stories/2008/01/03/pioneer. htmlPimw=Y
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Photo couttesy of www.newsobserver.com

munity by inspiring young children to
become something...

Wesleyan President Dr. Ian New-
bould said Thorp's death marked "the

end of an era."

"I think the real problem with Daisy
was she didn't realize how significant
a person she was," Nancy Jones said.
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Excerpts from an article by Mike Wyma that
appeared in The LA Times on Thursday, Janu-
ary 10, 2008.

Johnny Grant, who visited Hollywood
in 1943 as a star-struck serviceman
and returned to carve out a niche first
as a radio and television personality
and then as its honorary mayor and
foremost booster, passed away on
January 09, 2008...

In a seven-decade career, Grant
hosted an eatly television game show,
covered Hollywood on radio and TV,
worked as a disc jockey, and acted in
movies and on the small screen. But it
was as Tinseltown cheerleader that he
became a celebrity himself.

Grant hosted hundreds of Walk of
Fame inductions, being photographed

To read this article in its entirety, please visit http:
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alongside a succession of stars as their
names were immortalized on the side-
walks of Hollywood. He had pro-
duced the... Hollywood Christmas
Parade since 1987 and, like his friend
Bob Hope, took Hollywood to the
troops, emceeing shows in Guan-
tanamo Bay, South Korea, Vietnam,
Lebanon and Bosnia. In November,
he made his 60th trip overseas to en-
tertain troops...

He seemed always to remember that
millions of people were in awe of the
name Hollywood, just as he was as a
boy growing up in Goldsboro, N.C.

"It's a magic word all over the world,"
he told Times columnist Jack Smith in
1987, the town's centennial year...

www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-grant10jan10,0,6448951.sto

Photo couttesy of www.latimes.com

It was the Hollywood Chamber (of
Commerce) that, in 1980, named him
"mayor for life." Grant enjoyed saying
that it was "the best job in town," and
that he wanted his ashes strewn under
the Hollywood sign.

-
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2/7-9 3/1 4/5-6
Cabin Fever Reliever VIII Greenville Wine Festival Civil War Re-enactment
Pocosin Arts — Columbia Greenville Fayetteville
252-796-2787 (252) 329-7671 (910) 483-4469
2/9 3/1-2 4/9-13
Civil War Living History Day Coastal Home and Garden Show North Carolina Azalea Festival
Elizabeth City Morehead City Wilmington
(252) 335-1453 (888) 899-6088 (910) 794-4650
2/9 3/6-8 4/11-12
American Music Jubilee NC Seafood Festival FunFest Jazz & Blues Fest
Selma Morehead City New Bern
(919) 202-9927 (252) 726-6273 (252) 633-1861
2/9-16 3/14 4/12
"We're in This Togethet" March Madness Annual Selma Car Classic
Edenton New Bold Whitehouse Selma
(252) 482-4621 (252) 426-7567 (919) 965-3901
2/14-16 3/14-16 4/14-20
Sweethearts Cruise Springtime Yoga Retreat Grifton Shad Festival
Wilmington Oriental Grifton
(910) 343-1611 (252) 670-7535 (252) 524-5168
2/23 3/16 4/19
Gospel/Art Fest 2008 Sweetheart Dance Roy Clark
Smithfield Hertford Smithfield
(919) 209-2117 (252) 426-5338 (919) 209-2099
2/22-24 3/21-22 4/24-27
Freedmen's Colony Celebration Southport Spring Festival Wine and Food Weekend
Manteo Southport Beaufort
(252) 475-1500 (910) 454-4451 (252) 728-5225
2/23-24 4/4 4/25-27
Battle of Moores Creek Children’s Fun Fair Living History Weekend
Currie Manteo Plymouth
(910) 283-5591 (252) 473-3414 (252) 793-2163
2/23-24 4/4-5 4/25-27
CHS Black History Program Newport Pig Cookin' Contest Farmville Dogwood Festival
Columbia Newport Farmville
(252) 796-0369 (252) 223-3112 (252) 753-5814
2/29 4/5 4/26-27
Crafting a Culture for the Arts KidsFest Day at the Docks Festival
Rocky Mount Greenville Holden Beach

(252) 756-0176

(252) 756-1567

(910) 842-3828

If there is a key event that you would like to promote on our website,
send an electronic copy of the announcement to Rebekah Jones at: riones@forenc.com

Please visit www.venture-east.com/projects/IBXNewsletter.cfm to access previous issues of the IBX Newsletter.
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Beaufort
www.originalwashington.com

Bertie
www.windsor-bertie.com

Bladen
www.elizabethtownwhitelake.com

Brunswick
www.ncbrunswick.com

Camden
www.camdencountync.gov

Carteret
www.ctystalcoastnc.org

Chowan
www.visitedenton.com

Columbus
www.discovercolumbuscounty.org

Gates
www.gatescounty.govoffice2.com

Greene
www.greenechamber.com

Halifax
www.visithalifax.com

Harnett
www.visitdunn.com

Hertford
www.hertfordcounty.com

Hoke
www.raefordhokechamber.com

Hyde
www.hvdecounty.org

Johnston
www.johnstoncountync.org

Craven
www.visithewbern.com

Cumberland
www.visitfavettevillenc.com

Currituck
www.visitcurtituck.com

Dare
www.outerbanks.org

Duplin

www.duplintourism.org

Edgecombe
www.tarborochamber.com

Jones
WWWw.co.jones.nc.us/recreation.htm

Onslow
www.onslowcountytoutrism.com

Pamlico
www.pamlicochamber.com

Pasquotank
www.discoverec.com

Pender
www.visitpender.com

Perquimans
Www.visitperquimans.com

Pitt
www.visitetreenvillenc.com

Robeson
www.lumberton-nc.com

Sampson
WWW.Sampsonnc.com

Tyrrell
www.visittvrrellcounty.com

Lenoir
www.kinstonchamber.com

Martin
Www.visitmartincounty.com

Nash
www.rockvmounttravel.com

New Hanover
www.cape-fear.nc.us

Northampton
www.northamptonchamber.org

Warren
www.warren-chamber.org

Washington
www.visitwashingtoncountync.com

Wayne
www.greaterooldsboro.com

Wilson
www.wilson-nc.com

North Carolina
www.visitnc.com

Please contact Rebekah Jones at riones@forenc.com if you would like to add your organization to our list of Eastern North Carolina

Tourism Resoutces or if you would like to make any changes to the list regarding your community.
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